The ingenious Richerandt was the first to remark the vagueness jof these denominations. In fact, although this disease threatens the gangrene and mortification of the part affected, when we do not succeed in arresting it, the evil may subsist for a long time without producing these dreadful effects. By an examination of its symptoms, it will appear that this gangrene is the effect of a general state of the system, which produces a peculiar local affection of wounds or ulcers; an affection, which, after having passed through different stages or periods, degenerates into mortification or gangrene, assuming all the symptoms of slow fever, and terminating with the life of the patient.
? 5. In order to give an idea of the principal phenomena of this disease, I shall succinctly note the accidents which occur and the second at a more advanced stage.
In both cases, free and pure soda is evolved, which is not found in laudable pus. The colours of the curcuma, of the wood of fernarabouc, and syrup of violets, are changed as with soda. If ?tfe dry the pus well by heat in a silver spoon, the alkaline principles remain ; and, when we add some drops of muriatic acid, we obtain crystals of muriate of soda, ^as a sulphate of soda is formed by the addition of the sulphuric acid. The quantity of soda is here not only greater than in the ordinary pus, but it even exceeds that of the serosity of the blood. Those two kinds of altered pus, therefore, contain soda, but not in the same state. Lime-water is scarcely precipitated by that of the first species, when wc take recent ulcerous matter, and carefully preserve it from the action of the air. The same precautious being taken, the second or serous species precipitates lime in the form of calcareous carbonate. In the first case, therefore, the soda is pure; in the second it i? united with carbonic acid.
c. In laudable pus there is little albumen; it abounds, on the contrary, in the thick pus just mentioned. When we observe Something like flakes in it, and it is gluey, a part of the albumen is already more or less coagulated, and the rest is coagulated by the acids and heat.
We do not find albumen in the serous pus;
a new proof that this pus is not produced by the transudation of the serum, but that it owes its origin to an altered secretion. d. It seems that with this pus there is still extricated sulphuretted hydrogen gas and carbonic acid gas. I shall presently shew (? 43.) Critical
